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FOURTEENTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
I NSA N E ASY L U M AT INDEP EN DE NCE . 
DES MOINES : 
G. W. BDWA.RDB, BTATB PBtliiTBR. 
1~'1 2, 
REPORT. 
To the .Members of the Fourteenth General .Assemblly: 
GENTLEMEN: Your Committee appointed to visit the Hospital for 
the Insane, located and in course of erection at Independence, would 
submit the following report : 
The work as far as done appears to be wen done, and honestly ; it 
is substantial, plain, and durable; and your Committee nre of the 
opinion, that, as the work progresses, great care is exercised to pre-
vent a necessity for further changes, one source of great e>.'Pense and 
inconvenience in the management of hospitals. 
Your Committee examined with care the books, papers, accounts 
and vouchers, in the hands of the Commissioners; also the price paid 
for labor nod material at different seasons of the year; also the 
manner of working and overseeing the mechanics and laborers, and 
liava no hesitation in saying that the Oo=issioners and Superinten-
dent have done all that could have been done under the circumstan-
ces with the means placed at their disposal by the last Gener nl 
Assembly. 
Your Committee took occasion to ascertain the reasons, (by no ex-
amination of the present status of the bnilding, and the report of the 
Visiting Committee to the Thirteenth General Assembly,) why por-
tions of the left wing are not now ready for occupancy. 
The Visiting Committee of the Thirteenth General Assembly 
used the following language : "Your Committee would suggest that 
a sufficient appropriation be made, atleast to complete two additional 
sections of the left wing, permanent engine-house, heating apparatus, 
water-works, etc., and put that portion of the bnilding in a condition 
to be occupied at the earliest day possible. By completing two ad-
ditional sections of the left wing, one longitudinal, and one transverse, 
the transverse section being a large four story bnilding, economizing 
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room and using the basement under the four-story section tempor-
arily for kitchen purposes, there will be room for the accommodation 
about one hundred and twenty patients." 
The Committee estimated the appropriation necessary to complete 
as above, nod make those sections available, at one hundred and 
sixty-four thousand dollars. 
Your committee are of the opinion that the Gene1·al Assembly in 
making the appropriation, the exact amount suggested by the com-
mittee, intended to carry out their recommendation. Upon 'an exam-
ination of the act, ]Jowever, it will be seen that the Commissioners 
were not permitted to carry out the suggestions of the Visiting Com-
mittee. 
Section 2, chapter 120, Laws of the Thirteenth General Assembly, 
directs thnt the Commisliioners "Shall, with the least possible delay, 
cause to be Cl'ected nod com plcted tl1e remainder of the north wing, 
tl1e rear ~ntllr building, the engine-house, &c. 
Section 5, same net, rends, "That in addition to the sum appropri-
nted by tho Twelfth Genernl Assembly, there is hereby appropriated 
out of any money in the State treasury, uot otherwise appropriated, 
the &mu of o.ne hunru·od nod sixty-five thou•and dollars, or so muoh 
thereof ns may be necessary for the completion and furnishing of 
said portions of .said Asylum, and for the improvement of the grounds 
and Jimn. " 
. Tho language of the law admits of but one construction, viz. : It 
d1r cts tho Commissioners to complete tho north wing, the rear cen-
~er building, engine-house, improvements of the grounds, and farm; 
lu foot, proceed with the building as originally contemplated, (except 
tl1e f1·ont center building,) entirely ignoring the recommendation of 
Visiting C mroittoo, except in the amount appropriated. 
~or a thorough sw·vey of the situation, your committee are of 
opu11on that the Commissioners followed the law in every partic-
ul"':, and, .in doing so, permit us to express our opinion, that they 
dcc1dcd w1sely; and have expended the appropriation in a manner 
the most advantageous to the State. 
In viow of tl1e pross~ng want, amounting to an absolute necessity, 
for all th~ ~m that w1ll be available upon the completion of the 
center bruJdmg and north wing, your committee are of the orinion 
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that it would be economy for the State to make at this session an 
appropriation sufficient to complete said portions and prepare them 
for patients. 
As the insane of the State must be provided for, and, as the hos· 
pital at Mt. Pleasant is already :lilled to its utmost limits, your com-
mittee by the assistance of the Superintendent, Mr. George Josslyn, 
estim~ted the very least that would enable the Commissioners to 
complete these portions necessary to occupancy, and find two hu~­
clred thousand dollars the minimum amount that should be appropn-
ated. 
Respectfully submitted, 
A. B. illELAND, 
On ths pa1•t of the Senate. 
B. F. K.EA.BLES, 
J. F. DUNCOMBE, 
On the part of tlw Howe. 
